THE  REPUBLIC   OF  PANAMA
ence created the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, to assist in reconstruction, promote pri-
vate foreign investments by means of guarantees, and
boost international trade.9
Another conference which was of far more concern to
Panama was the International Civil Aviation Conference
held at Chicago, Illinois, from November 1st through De-
cember 7th, 1944. The Republic was represented at this
meeting by Carlos Icaza, Chairman of the Delegation,
Inocencio Galindo, Enrique Lefevre, and Licenciado
Narciso Garay.10 The Isthmian state served with Australia,
Egypt, Greece, and Norway upon the Credentials Com-
mittee.11
Latin American nations did not play a leading role in
this conference since the great air powers such as Britain
and the United States carried the most influence, but the
Latin American states did very frequently act in concert
during the proceedings. This appearance of a "Latin
American bloc" excited considerable comment, for it was
the first time these republics had ever achieved such soli-
darity upon the stage of international affairs. The United
States had recently appeared to many Latin Americans to
be cultivating great-power relations at the expense of
Inter-American relations, and this "bloc** was the natural
result of the smaller states of the hemisphere feeling a
need to draw closer to one another for mutual protection
against possible pressure upon them from the great
powers.12 In this conference the Latin American bloc op-
posed the establishment generally of strong international
controls over aviation, Panama was one of the most vocal
of the Latin American bloc, and since the Isthmus was by
the bare fact of geography of immense importance to air
routes, the voice of Panama was heard with attention. Not
only did Panama take her place in the regional Latin